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For Santiago, that support has led to experiences he wouldn’t 
otherwise have — like helping to write the business proposal for a 
new Dinos arena, an opportunity made possible by Sixth Man Club 
director Geoff Thompson (right). And when the Dinos season was 
sidelined last year due to COVID-19, Santiago made the most of the 
time by taking an internship with mentor Phil O’Neill, gaining 
business acumen — which, along with his on-court experience, will 
serve him well as he completes his bachelor of commerce and 
eventual MBA. 

“Business and basketball kind of go hand in hand,” says Santiago. 
“Learning how to communicate, to work hard and stick with your 
goal … those skills transfer over into the business world really well.” 

Mentorship, Santiago has learned, will also get you far. In fact, the Sixth 
Man Club has made such a difference in his life that he’s already paying 
it forward. 

“I mentored a kid through Catholic Family Services and it was just a great 
experience. We still talk to this day, and I can tell that it’s made a huge 
impact on his life,” says Santiago, who got as much out of the 
experience as he put into it. “Learning from someone that's been in your 
shoes or has been where you're trying to go is the quickest, easiest, 
most useful way to learn.” 

Indeed, it’s a sentiment that rings true both on and off the court. 

  
 (Credit to UC Alumni Affairs for these two articles from “Energized by You’) 
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